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About the SME Climate Commitment
The SME Climate Commitment is the official pathway for small and medium  
sized businesses, or any organisation with under 500 employees, to join the  
United Nations global Race to Zero campaign. In making this commitment,  
we join a wide range of governments, businesses, cities, regions, and universities 
around the world that are committed to limiting the risks and impacts of climate 
change and achieving net zero carbon emissions, pledging to:

Our Sustainability Ethos
As a company, IES are profoundly aware of the need to 
reduce our dependency on fossil fuels and to preserve 
our planet for future generations. We have dedicated 
the past 28 years to delivering technology to reduce  
the energy and carbon impact of the global built 
environment; helping to create more than one million 
efficient buildings globally and preventing the need  
for an estimated 40 power stations in the process. 

While we are proud of the impact we have made  
with our technology to date, we recognise that it is 
imperative that we also look to the emissions generated 
across our own business and take concrete action to 
reduce the impact of our operations. In joining the  
SME Climate Commitment, we have pledged to scale  
up the efforts of our existing environmental policy  
to fully play our part in the Race to Zero.

Disclose  
our progress  
on a yearly  

basis

Achieve  
net zero  

emissions  
before  
2050

Halve our 
greenhouse gas 
emissions before 

2030

https://smeclimatehub.org/sme-climate-commitment/
https://climatechampions.unfccc.int/
https://www.iesve.com/corporate/policies/ies-environmental-policy.pdf
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A team of IES consultants collected data from  
a range of sources, including utility bills, travel receipts, 
surveys and existing metering infrastructure, to provide 
a baseline of IES’ carbon emissions and identify key 
target areas for improvement. 

The process involved using our own Virtual 
Environment (VE) software, a suite of physics-based 
building performance simulation tools, to model  
and analyse the energy performance of our Glasgow 
headquarters. The consultants also used iSCAN,  
our data analytics platform, to collect and integrate 
metered data (including biomass boiler, electricity  
and water consumption) within the model, effectively 
creating a digital twin from which to monitor and 
simulate where operational improvements can  
be made to lower our emissions.

The tools allowed extrapolation of data where it was 
missing, whether through simple formulaic calculations, 
machine learning algorithms or through physics-based 
energy simulation, to build a complete picture of our 
current energy consumption and carbon emissions.

This provides us with a clear baseline to improve from 
next year. We have set ourselves the target of reducing 
our emissions by 5% this time next year. Focusing first 
and foremost on the highest-emitting scope and 
activities (i.e. commuting and business travel) will  
help us achieve this.

Over the next year, we will:
– Continue to monitor our building emissions via  
 our tools to identify potential drains in resources.
– Introduce sensors and building modifications to allow  
 for easier measurement of building energy usage. 
– Continue to encourage hybrid working to reduce  
 staff commuting emissions.
– Look at incentivising different forms of commuting  
 for staff members to encourage low/zero emissions  
 modes of transport.
– Reduce business travel by utilising online calls and  
 introducing new policies in different departments  
 to migrate processes online.

Annual Progress Update 2022
Since joining the SME Climate commitment in 2021, we have been  
using our in-house tools to measure the emissions (both direct and indirect)  
of our business.

Our measurements were split into three scopes as shown below:
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For more information on the calculations and methods used,  
please contact enquiries@iesve.com or call 0141 945 8500.

https://www.iesve.com/software/virtual-environment
https://www.iesve.com/software/virtual-environment

